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18th Century - 19th Century
Ambrose Bierce

Anne Bradstreet

Bret Harte

Edgar Allan Poe

Emily Dickinson

Francis Scott Key

Henry David Thoreau
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Herman Melville

John Trumbull

Jupiter Hammon

Oliver Wendell Holmes

Philip Freneau

Phillis Wheatley

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Stephen Crane

Thomas Godfrey

W.E.B. Du Bois

Walt Whitman

William Cullen Bryant
20th Century
Allen Ginsberg

Amy Lowell

Anne Sexton

Carl Sandburg

Cassandra Clare

Claude McKay

Conrad Aiken

Countee Cullen

e.e. cummings

Edgar Lee Masters

Edna St. Vincent Millay

Edwin Arlington Robinson

Elizabeth Bishop
Ezra Pound
Gwendolyn Brooks
Henry Dumas
Joyce Kilmer

Katherine Anne Porter

Langston Hughes
Maxine Kumin
Ogden Nash

Pablo Neruda

Paul Laurence Dunbar

Robert Frost

Robert Hayden

Robert Lowell

Robert Penn Warren

Robinson Jeffers

Sara Teasdale

Shel Silverstein

Stanley Kunitz

Sylvia Plath

T.S. Eliot

Theodor Seuss Gisel

Theodore Roethke 
Willa Cather

William Carlos Williams

21st Century
Alice Walker

Billy Collins

Charles Wright

Cornelius Eady

Deborah Ager

Emanuel Xavier

Frank X Walker

Julia Alvarez

Kay Ryan
Louise Glück

Luis Benitez
Mark Strand

Maya Angelou

Mona Van Duyn

Natasha Trethewey

Nikki Giovanni

Philip Levine

Ralph Angel

Rita Dove

Robert Pinsky

W.S. Merwin

Wendell Berry
*If none of these poets “floats your boat”, you MAY choose another, but they MUST be an American---      

NO SHAKESPEARE!!!
