Name _______________________________________________________________________   Date _______________  Block ___________

What is a Claim?
NOTES:

· A CLAIM is a writer’s ___________________________ on a  __________________________ or  issue.
· Write an example of a STRONG claim here:
“The government should pass a law that      

   __________________________________________________________________________________________ .”

· Three Tips for Writing a Claim

Tip #1 – 



Tip #2 –



Tip #3 – 

· A COUNTERCLAIM is an objection that you _____________________________ from your ___________________________________ .

· A REBUTTAL is your  ________________________________  to that objection.                                                 This exposes the _______________________________ of your opponent’s counterclaim and shows why your _______________________________ is stronger.
PRACTICE:  Identify the following parts of an argument in the essay below.
[H] HOOK      *CLAIM      #COUNTERCLAIM     +REBUTTAL     @CLAIM RESTATED
We cannot live without energy. We need it for driving cars, running factories, and lighting our homes. In the past, we relied solely on fossil fuels, such as coal and oil, for energy. However, these resources are not renewable and they are harmful to the environment. People suggest nuclear energy as an alternative, but it’s very risky. An explosion, a meltdown, or a leak in a nuclear power plant can release radiation into the atmosphere. Because of the great danger such an event poses to humans, soil, and animals alike, nuclear power plants should be permanently banned.

Nuclear power is based on fission, which is the process of splitting atoms to create massive amounts of energy, which we then use to create electricity. The fissionable material is uranium. One pound of uranium creates the same amount of energy as three million pounds of coal. What’s so dangerous, however, is the waste that fission creates. The spent fuel rods are extremely radioactive, and they have to be stored in water or buried to prevent the radiation from leaking into the atmosphere.

Unfortunately, even with safety measures in place, accidents happen. In 1986, an explosion and fire at the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant in Ukraine led to one of the worst nuclear disasters of all time. The radiation cloud caused by the accident contaminated more than 250,000 square miles of surrounding soil. Many children of people exposed to Chernobyl’s radiation were born with genetic mutations and birth defects. An estimated 12,000 to 80,000 births were affected. Thirty-one plant workers lost their lives.

Nuclear power supporters point to its minimal impact on the environment as one of its main benefits. They also claim that it helps reduce our reliance on foreign oil. However, it takes a massive amount of fossil fuel in order to produce enough uranium to fuel a nuclear power plant. In fact, it takes 18 years of constant operation before a nuclear power plant produces its first measurable amounts of energy. In the mean time, we are still creating pollution and relying on foreign oil.

By putting our trust in this supposedly “clean” power source, we are playing a very dangerous game. Whatever benefits we might enjoy from nuclear power, the costs and risks are extremely high. Is it a cost we as a society are willing to pay? No one should take that risk.          We must ban nuclear power now.

PRACTICE:  Identify the following parts of an argument in the essay below.
[H] HOOK      *CLAIM      #COUNTERCLAIM     +REBUTTAL     @CLAIM RESTATED
 [H] We cannot live without energy. We need it for driving cars, running factories, and lighting our homes. In the past, we relied solely on fossil fuels, such as coal and oil, for energy. However, these resources are not renewable and they are harmful to the environment. People suggest nuclear energy as an alternative, but it’s very risky. An explosion, a meltdown, or a leak in a nuclear power plant can release radiation into the atmosphere. * Because of the great danger such an event poses to humans, soil, and animals alike, nuclear power plants should be permanently banned.
Nuclear power is based on fission, which is the process of splitting atoms to create massive amounts of energy, which we then use to create electricity. The fissionable material is uranium. One pound of uranium creates the same amount of energy as three million pounds of coal. What’s so dangerous, however, is the waste that fission creates. The spent fuel rods are extremely radioactive, and they have to be stored in water or buried to prevent the radiation from leaking into the atmosphere.

Unfortunately, even with safety measures in place, accidents happen. In 1986, an explosion and fire at the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant in Ukraine led to one of the worst nuclear disasters of all time. The radiation cloud caused by the accident contaminated more than 250,000 square miles of surrounding soil. Many children of people exposed to Chernobyl’s radiation were born with genetic mutations and birth defects. An estimated 12,000 to 80,000 births were affected. Thirty-one plant workers lost their lives.

# Nuclear power supporters point to its minimal impact on the environment as one of its main benefits. They also claim that it helps reduce our reliance on foreign oil. +However, it takes a massive amount of fossil fuel in order to produce enough uranium to fuel a nuclear power plant. In fact, it takes 18 years of constant operation before a nuclear power plant produces its first measurable amounts of energy. In the mean time, we are still creating pollution and relying on foreign oil.

By putting our trust in this supposedly “clean” power source, we are playing a very dangerous game. Whatever benefits we might enjoy from nuclear power, the costs and risks are extremely high. Is it a cost we as a society are willing to pay? No one should take that risk.            @ We must ban nuclear power now.






