“I Have a Dream” by Martin Luther King, Jr.

Guiding Questions

Reread the indicated lines below and answer each question with evidence from the text itself.

1. Lines 1–16: Which important U.S. document does King cite early on in his speech?


2. Lines 17–31: What “extended metaphor” does King use and what is its meaning? (Hint: $$$)



3. Lines 34–35: When he says “this hallowed spot,” what place is he speaking of and what does he mean by this reference?



4. Line 66: How is the white peoples’ freedom bound to that of black people---what does he mean?



5. Lines 70–80: What is the effect of the repetition in these lines---how does it impact the crowd?




6. Lines 83–116: List one major example of parallelism found in these lines? (Check your pink sheet!)




7. Lines 83–116: What tone is apparent in the most famous section of King’s speech, in which he repeats “I have a dream”? 



8. Lines 120–131: What new meaning does King expect Americans to find in the words of “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee”? 



9. Lines 132–140: How does his repetition of the line “let freedom ring” affect the meaning of his entire message in the speech?



10. In your own words, like explaining it to a friend, what is King's claim in this speech?
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