Oedipus the King - Personal Letter assignment
Work in groups of four or five, with one member of each group choosing one of the following characters:  Oedipus, Jocasta, Creon, Tiresias and The Chorus.
After reading Part I:
1. As a group, analyze each character, determining his or her point of view on the problem facing Thebes at the end of this section. Then, determine what each character believes to be the “truth” at this point in the play.

2. Assign characters from the play for each group member: Oedipus, Jocasta, Creon, Tiresias, and The Chorus (this “character” represents the citizens of Thebes).

3. From the perspective of your assigned character, write personal letter to another character in your group.  Each character should receive a letter, with no member of the group receiving two letters. 

4. Your letter should express your perspective of “the truth” of the play at the end of Part I.  Write the letter in first person, following standard personal-letter format.  Your letter should be approximately one page.

5. After you have edited your letter for spelling, grammar, and coherence, deliver your letter.
After reading Part II:
6. Still in character, answer the letter written to you at the end of Part I, responding to what you have learned at the end of Part II.  What errors in judgment have you made?  What errors in judgment has the other person made?  What resolution can you wish for or bring about given what you now know?
7. Turn in both letters—the one you received and your answer to it.

Oedipus the King - Personal Letter (diagram)
Suggested Letters for Part I:
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Oedipus



Jocasta

Creon



Tiresias


       Chorus

Suggested Letters for Part II:



Oedipus



Jocasta

Creon



Tiresias


Chorus


Oedipus the King - Personal Letter (editing checklist)

Directions: You will need to have at least two other people read your letter and fill out this checklist when you finish editing your rough draft. They will be making corrections and giving you some ideas on how to improve your letter. You will also be doing the same for them. Please be polite and honest, not mean. We are doing this to HELP each other become better writers. This needs to be turned in with your final draft.

Author:  












Peer Editor:  











Please correct any errors you find after you have read the letter; then fill out the checklist below.

	
	Yes
	No

	1. The writer used an appropriate tone for who they were writing to and from.

	
	

	2. The writer uses correct punctuation.


	
	

	3. The letter is written in first person.


	
	

	4. The writer has a heading, greeting, body, closing, and signature.


	
	

	5. The writer has spelled all words correctly (places, names, etc.).


	
	

	6. The letter includes what errors in judgment the student’s character made.


	
	

	7. The letter includes what errors in judgment the other character made.


	
	

	8. The letter includes a resolution.


	
	

	8. The letter is the full length of the page.
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