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Oedipus the King – STUDY PACKET
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	DAILY READING SCHEDULE



	DAY 1
	pgs. VII-XVII  Introduction, Chronology of Ancient Greece & Theater
- Greek Drama Overview Notes

pgs. 5-12 
- Begin Study Packet



	DAY 2
	pgs. 12-27
- Continue Study Packet



	DAY 3
	pgs. 27-48
- Begin Personal Letters to Character


	DAY 4
	pgs. 48-83 

- Complete Personal Letters to Character


	DAY 5
	pgs. 85-88 Notes on Characters/Setting 

pgs. 88-95 Notes on Themes 

- Complete Study Packet




** This does not include other assignments for this class—this is only reading.
Oedipus the King – LIST OF CHARACTERS

Oedipus    King of Thebes. As a young man, he saved the city of Thebes by solving the riddle of the Sphinx and destroying the monster. He now sets about finding the murderer of the former king Laius to save Thebes from plague.
Creon    The second-in-command in Thebes, brother-in-law of Oedipus. He is Oedipus' trusted advisor, selected to go to the oracle at Delphi to seek the Apollo's advice in saving the city from plague.
Tiresias    A blind prophet who has guided the kings of Thebes with his advice and counsel.
Jocasta    Queen of Thebes, wife of Oedipus. She was the widow of Thebes' former king, Laius, and married Oedipus when he saved the city from the Sphinx.

A Messenger from Corinth    A man bringing news of the royal family to Oedipus.

A Shepherd    A herder from the nearby mountains, who once served in the house of Laius.

A Messenger    A man who comes from the palace to announce the death of the queen and the blinding of Oedipus.

Antigone and Ismene    Oedipus' young daughters.

Chorus    A group of Theban elders, and their Leader, who comment on the events of the drama and react to its tragic progression.

Oedipus the King – CHARACTER TONES
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From your understanding of the play’s characters, describe what tone of voice they displayed to other characters, even themselves.  How did they speak to these people? Did the tone change from the beginning of the play to its conclusion?
Oedipus the King – Guided Reading

[ pages 5-12 ]
1.  Describe the problem(s) facing Oedipus and Thebes.

2.  Summarize the role of the Chorus at this point.

[ pages 12-27 ]

3.  Who is Tiresias and what does he say that angers Oedipus?

4.  How does Oedipus feel about Creon?  Why?

5.  Describe everything we know or learn about King Laius.  

[ pages 27-48 ]

6.  When Jocasta asks the chorus about the conflict between Oedipus and Creon, the chorus  

says “there was some ignorant talk based on hearsay and some hurt caused by injustice” 
(pg. 39).   Explain how this could be interpreted in different ways.

7.   What does Oedipus discover through a conversation with his wife, Jocasta?

8.   Who are Polybus and Merope?  Why and how do they become significant characters? 

9.   What good advice does Jocasta give Oedipus?  Why does he ignore it?

[ pages 48-83 ]

10.  What shocking news does the shepherd give Oedipus?

11.   According to the messenger, what does Jocasta do? Why?

12.   What does Oedipus do to himself?  Why?

13.   What request does Oedipus make to Creon about his daughters, Antigone and Ismene?

14.   Where does Oedipus ask to be banished to? What is the reason he gives for this wish?
15.    Creon spoke these final words to Oedipus: “Don’t try to be master in everything. What you once won and held did not stay with you all your life long.”   Explain what he meant by this.
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WORD BANK:
catharsis

clairvoyant

climax

conspiracy

crisis

dénouement

explicit

exposition

fate

furor

hamartia

hearsay

inciting

incident

omen

oracle

peripeteia

rout

seer

surmise

treachery

