“Once Upon a Time” by Nadine Gordimer

[bookmark: _GoBack]Guiding Questions

Read the short story, then reread the lines and answer each question below, citing text evidence.

1. Lines 11–15: What is the reason the narrator is afraid? 


2. Lines 16–17: In what ways is she similar to and different from other people in her community?


3. Lines 33–39: How does the mention her house’s location (above a mine) affect the MOOD here? 


4. Lines 46–53: How does the shift in structure from an autobiographical tale to a “bedtime story” affect the reader?


5. Lines 57–65: What warning does “the wise old witch” give to her son and his wife? 


6. Lines 66–78: What is the wife worried about here? 


7. Lines 99–110: Which words in these lines appeal to certain senses? What does the writer express about the neighborhood alarms in her use of sensory language? 



8. Lines 114–130: What does Gordimer express about South African society by giving details in these lines about the attitudes of the housemaid and the wife toward the unemployed people?  



9. Lines 152–165: What do the changes to the neighborhood, the “prison architecture,” suggest about residents’ feelings? 



10. Lines 165–167: What is different about the boy’s approach to life versus his parents? What does the boy symbolize? 



11. Lines 193–203: Whom would you expect to care about the boy more, his grandmother or the gardener? Whose actions hurt the boy and whose actions help him?

