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Shakespeare - Overview Guided Notes
William Shakespeare was born _____________ in the city of ______________________________. 

His father, John, was a __________________________ and ________________________ (court official). 
William went to grammar school 6 days per week between the ages __________________.
Shakespeare married 26-year-old Anne Hathaway when he was only ____________-years-old.

They had three children: Susanna and twins ( __________________________ and Judith). 

Shakespeare worked as a freelance actor and writer during the 1580s and 1590s completing 

35 __________________________ and 154 _____________________________. 

Shakespeare’s writing style can be identified as one of four categories: ___________________________ , Comedies, Histories, Poetry (Sonnets & Narratives).
He retired in 1613 and died in __________________. 

His contribution was so great to the English language that he invented over ______________ words, some that we use in our everyday speech. 
__________________________________ used Shakespeare’s words in her famous Harry Potter books.

· Against = 
____________________________________

“Look thou but sweet, / And I am ___________________________   their enmity.”

· Anon = 
____________________________________

“______________  ,  _____________! / Come let’s away; the strangers are all gone.” 

· Hence = 
____________________________________

“Let Romeo _____________________  in haste,/ Else, when he is found, that hour is his last.” 

· Whence = 
____________________________________

“Could we but learn from _______________ his sorrows gro /We would as willingly give cure as know.”

A _____________________________ is a lengthy speech in which a character, alone on stage, expresses his or her thoughts to the audience. 
A ______________________________ is a lengthy speech addressed to other characters on stage. 

An _____________________________ is a brief remark made by a character to the audience; unheard by the other characters. 
An ______________________________ is a reference to past experiences, history or other works of literature.
Born in Greenwich, England in 1533, Queen Elizabeth was the daughter of  Anne Boleyn and 

King ____________________________.
She was known as the “ ________________  ________________ ” and she reigned for _________ years. 
During her reign the __________________________ and the arts thrived and flourished.

She died on ______________________________ ; it is celebrated as one of England’s national holidays. 
King James was a Scottish King before taking over and creating the kingdom of 
___________________   ____________________.

King James became the patron of Shakespeare’s ______________________ which he invited to perform ________________________ a year.

London theatres closed for two years during the ____________________, or “Black Death”.

The Globe motto was “The whole world is a ____________________________.”

____________________ signified which type of play was being performed.

An “_____________________” stage meant the audience could sit on all three sides.

The __________________   __________________, served as the dressing rooms for changing costumes.

Commoners, or “_________________________”, stood on the floor to watch performances.

The new Globe Theatre was built along the banks of the _______________________ River.

