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Shakespearean Sonnet Study

( 50 points )

*Access my PowerPoint at http://tchsmcdonald18.weebly.com/romeo--juliet.html to answer these questions.

Parts of a Sonnet

1.  A Shakespearean sonnet always contains a total of _______________ lines. (*think Valentine’s Day!)
2.  Shakespeare’s sonnets are full of _________________________, a literary device comparing two things.

3.  Sonnets are broken into ________________________________, each made up of a stanza of four lines.
4.   ________   First quatrain

a. Peripeteia (a twist or sudden change)

5.   ________   Second quatrain

b. Summarizes; leaves a new, concluding image 

6.   ________   Third quatrain

c. Theme and metaphor extended or complicated 

7.   ________   Couplet


d. The main theme and main metaphor
8.  The “turn” or point of dramatic shift within a sonnet is known as the ____________________________.
9.  A sonnet always ends with two rhymed lines called a __________________________________.

Types of Sonnets

Name the three men credited with making sonnets famous.

10.  English Sonnets:   ______________________________    ___________________________________
11.  Italian Sonnets: 
______________________________    ___________________________________

12.  Other Sonnets 
______________________________    ___________________________________
Rhythm, Meter & Rhyme

13.  _____________________________  are the individual sounds, or units, used to measure length of words.

14.  Syllables can be formed into groups called  _________________________  that measure a line of poetry.

15.  An  _________________________  is a foot of poetry that is made up of one  ________________________________ 

syllable followed by one ________________________________ syllable.

16.  Pentameter is poetry that has _______  feet times _______ syllables = ________ syllables per line.
17.  Sonnets have a standard rhyme scheme where words ending each line rhyme in this pattern: 

    _A_     _B_     _ ___     _ ___     ____    _ ___    _ ___    _____     _____    _ ___    _ ____   _ ___     _G_   _ G_

Sonnet Analysis


Sonnet 18


by William Shakespeare


Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?


Thou art more lovely and more temperate:


Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,


And summer’s lease hath all too short a date;


Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,


And often is his gold complexion dimm'd;


And every fair from fair sometime declines,


By chance or nature’s changing course untrimm'd;


But thy eternal summer shall not fade,


Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st;


Nor shall death brag thou wander’st in his shade,


When in eternal lines to time thou grow’st:

     

So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,

    
 
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.

18.  What does Shakespeare compare “thee” (someone he loves) to?

19.  What “rough winds” do Shakespeare suggest we (humans) might face in our lives?

20.  In line 6, what is the antecedent—or subject— replaced by the pronoun “his”?

21.  The words “the eye of heaven” are considered this type of literary device: ______________________

22.  “Nor shall death brag” is considered this type of literary device: ______________________

23.   ________  “but” in line 9

24.   ________  mild; gentle
25.   ________  undecorated

26.   ________  natural appearance of human skin

27.   ________  owning; controlling

Graphing Sonnet 18

28-41.  Write down the words of Sonnet 18 with only ONE SYLLABLE appearing in each of the boxes to show the iambic pentameter of Shakespeare’s famous poem.


Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?


Thou art more lovely and more temperate:


Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,


And summer’s lease hath all too short a date;


Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,


And often is his gold complexion dimm'd;


And every fair from fair sometime declines,


By chance or nature’s changing course untrimm'd;


But thy eternal summer shall not fade,


Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st;


Nor shall death brag thou wander’st in his shade,


When in eternal lines to time thou grow’st:

     

So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,

    
 
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.
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	Rhyme Scheme

	1
	Shall
	I
	com-
	pare
	thee
	to
	a
	sum-
	mer’s
	day
	A

	2
	Thou
	art
	more
	love-
	ly
	and
	more
	tem-
	per-
	ate
	B

	3
	Rough
	winds
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	May
	A

	4
	And
	sum-
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	date
	B

	5
	Some
	time
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	shines
	C

	6
	And
	of-
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	dimm’d
	D

	7
	And
	ev-
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	clines
	C

	8
	By
	chance
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	trimm’d
	D

	9
	But
	thy
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	fade
	E

	10
	Nor
	lose
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ow’st
	F

	11
	Nor
	shall
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	shade
	E

	12
	When
	in
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	grow’st
	F

	13
	So
	long
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	see
	G

	14
	So
	long
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	thee
	G


Sonnet Practice

42-50.  Draft 4 LINES OF YOUR OWN SONNET below, being aware of rhyme scheme and structure.

*REQUIRED

________________________________________________
(title)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (A)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (B)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (A)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (B)

+EXTRA CREDIT (10 pts possible)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (C)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (D)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (C)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (D)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (E)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (F)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (E)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (F)


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ (G)


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ (G)

Word Bank:


  a. temperate


  b. volta


  c. possession


  d. complexion


  e. untrimm’d








