“Views of the Wall” (Photo Essay)
“The Vietnam Wall” by Alberto Ríos 

Guiding Questions

View the photo essay “Views of the Wall” and then read the poem “The Vietnam Wall” by Alberto Ríos.  Rereading the lines indicated, answer each question citing text evidence.

1. Photo Essay: What was the central idea that these photographs tried to convey? 


2. Poem Lines 6–7: 

a) What metaphor does Ríos use in these lines? 



b) Explain why the author might have used this particular metaphor and how it relates to the subject matter.



3. Poem Lines 1–25: Examine the poem’s narrative movement: the poet is the main character, walking to the wall, examining it, and looking at others who have come to look at the wall. 

a) Where in the poem does the author mention other people’s reactions to the memorial?



b) How do these descriptions compare to the photographs of individuals viewing the wall?



4. Poem Lines 1–43: The author identifies himself as the speaker. How might the impact of the poem differ if it were written in the third person?





5. Photo Essay: Describe, in a complete sentence, the image that you felt had the most power. What elements were in this photograph, and why was it effective?





6. Photo Essay vs. Poem: Which medium would likely appeal to a wider audience? Explain why.
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