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The Voice of the People

Steel below the belt
fights inside the streets
he stands for all, 
including me

*This poem was inspired by the video of the Tank Man, the most famous of things coming from the Tiananmen Square Massacre. "Tank Man" was basically an average man who stood up for everyone and stood in front of a line of about twenty tanks.  This poem was inspired by his bravery and courage. 

(1989 Raw Video: Man vs. Chinese Tank Tiananmen Square. Perf. Unknown. CNN, n.d.)



The Beginning

Mourning Hu Yaobang
Protests in the streets of Beijing
Movements in the making

*This poem was inspired by Hu Yaobang,  who was a liberal leader in China whom many of the children believed in and hoped he would become the leader of the country. This poem symbolizes the progression of the Chinese government. This poem is a haiku, and also has some meanings.
(Time. Time, n.d. Web. 04 June 2015.)


Shots Fired

Shots fired from all places
Bodies dropping to the violent gunfire
Rushed to the hospital

*This poem was based off of the many pictures that came out of the Tiananmen Square Massacre. This poem doesn't have any symbolic meaning, but it does have literal meaning. During the massacre, the people would rush people to the hospitals as they were being shot by the troops.
(“1989: Tiananmen Square Protests." YouTube. YouTube, n.d. Web. 04 June 2015.)


The Process

Wading into the crowds
of the people waiting
for the change incoming
People dying
People crying
and all I do is
shoot into the crowd
of the people 
crying and dying

*This poem is based off of of the CNN's news footage of what happened during the Tiananmen Square Massacre, and how people were crying, dying, as the soldiers fired into the crowds of people with sub machine guns. (“1989: Tiananmen Square Protests." YouTube. YouTube, n.d. Web. 04 June 2015. <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wNEW1Uh0lz0>.)
The Tiger

Staring into the eye
of the tiger that is ready
to pounce on all these
people just willing
to protest these
atrocities being
committed by this
government of 
the people who
murder and abuse
us



*This poem was based off of the stories I observed in the videos of the troops firing into the crowds and the people's reactions to the soldiers firing into the crowds, killing their friends and families. They weren't thinking of what they were doing, they were just firing into the crowds unknowing that it was their own friends and families. (“1989 Raw Video: Man vs. Chinese Tank Tiananmen Square." YouTube. YouTube, n.d. Web. 04 June 2015.)
Tank Man

This man sits in front
of the tank I’m driving
defending and stopping
every time I move in every
way or direction
He’s empowering the crowd

*This poem was based off of the tank man footage that CNN had recorded. I created a fictional persona for the person inside the tank, because I couldn't find an interview with any of the soldiers. I created the fictional story out of the stories of the Tank Man, and also stories from the photographer's AMA. (“1989 Raw Video: Man vs. Chinese Tank Tiananmen Square." YouTube. YouTube, n.d. Web. 04 June 2015.)


The End

The fighting is done
But the war has just begun
For freedom for all

*This poem was based off of the photographer's point of view during the Tiananmen Square Massacre. I took the stories he told during the Q&A from one of the main photographers of the Tiananmen Square Massacre. My poem only has one meaning, the literal meaning. There's really no symbolism behind these poems. (“I Was the AP Staff Photographer in Beijing during the Tiananmen Massacre” Reddit. N.p., n.d. Web. 04 June 2015.)

