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Claim Station (KEY)
Claim #1 – Hybrid cars are an effective strategy to fight pollution.
Opposing Claim – Instead of focusing on cars, which still encourages a culture of driving even if it cuts down on pollution, the nation should focus on building and encouraging use of mass transit systems.

Counterclaim – While mass transit is an environmentally sound idea that should be encouraged, it is not feasible in many rural and suburban areas, or for people who must commute to work; thus hybrid cars are a better solution for much of the nation's population.
Claim #2 – The driving age should be lowered to thirteen. 
Opposing Claim – Teens should be allowed to drive at a younger age because drivers tend to have most accidents during this time of their lives.  Changing the law would help save lives, money and help drivers become safer drivers.
Counterclaim – Young teens driving would cause more harm due to their level of immaturity and their smaller, weaker bodies that are to control large, dangerous machines.
Claim #3 – Medical research has dramatically improved the health of the human race.
Opposing Claim – Animal testing is a cruel and unnecessary practice that is not effective because animal systems differ from human systems.
Counterclaim – There are enough similarities to apply testing information from animals to humans and at far less cost.
Claim #4 – Teens are sharing too much personal information online.
Opposing Claim – With more accessibility to and dependence on digital technologies in society these days, it is important that teens learn to use these resources to become informed citizens.
Counterclaim – Because of increased distribution of personal information through online technologies and apps, teens are exposing themselves to too many negative and dangerous situations at a very young age.
Claim #5 – At least 25 percent of the country’s federal budget should be spent on limiting pollution.
Opposing Claim – If all of this money were spent on limiting pollution, other institutions---like education---would suffer from the lack of funds needed to effectively teach our nation’s young learners.
Counterclaim – With a substantial amount of spending to eliminate pollution, the citizens of this country would experience increased health and prosperity that would lead to lower health costs and more money to spend on other areas, such as education.
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