Name ____________________________________________   Date __________  Block ________

Vocabulary Week 14

Exercise I

Match the correct definition with each vocabulary word.

________ 1. sedulous
________ 2. affable

________ 3. boycott

________ 4. chastise

________ 5. demagogue

________ 6. protract

________ 7. fraudulent

________ 8. imposition

________ 9. artifice

________ 10. ludicrous

A. something forced on a person, such as a tax or an undue burden

B. amusingly absurd; ridiculous
C. easy to talk to; courteous and pleasant; friendly
D. to prolong; to draw out; to lengthen in time
E. to agree to have nothing to do with a person or business; to refuse to buy or use a particular item
F. skill; a clever device; a trick
G. deceitful; dishonest; obtained by deception
H. a leader who stirs up people by appealing to their emotions
I. hard working; diligent; painstaking

J. to punish; to criticize severely

Exercise II

Read each sentence below.  In each blank space, write a word or phrase that has the same, or almost the same, meaning as the italicized word.  The first sentence is done for you.

1. The pianist is a sedulous 
_hard working _    perfectionist who practices many hours every day.


2. The host was extremely affable ______________ toward the guests.

3. We agreed to boycott 


 the over-priced groceries.
4. I had to chastise _______________________ the children for their rowdy behavior at dinner.


5. When you vote for a leader, be cautious about supporting a demagogue _______________________.


6. He is trying to protract _____________________ the meeting as long as possible.


7. The insurance company refused to pay the fraudulent _______________________ claim.


8. The city council approved the imposition_______________________ of a new sales tax.


9. My dog, Fido, will use every artifice ______________ to try to get his own way.


10. Steve Martin is a comedian who is known for his ludicrous _______________________ antics.
Exercise III

Find the word from the following list that answers each question below.  Write this word on the line provided at the left of each question.

sedulous
imposition
affable
artifice
ludicrous
___________________ 1. What do you call an ingenious device or trick?
___________________ 2. Which word describes someone who is hard working?
___________________ 3. Which word names a heavy burden placed on someone?

___________________ 4. What kind of situation is both amusing and absurd?
___________________ 5. What kind of person is pleasant and easy to talk to?

boycott
chastise
demagogue
protract
fraudulent

___________________ 6. What do you do if you punish someone for breaking a rule?
___________________ 7. Which word tells what you do when you lengthen a speech?
___________________ 8. What do you do if you refuse to buy certain products?
___________________ 9. Which word describes a dishonest claim?
___________________ 10. Which word names a politician who gains support by playing on our emotions?
Exercise IV

Find the vocabulary word needed to fill in the blank in each of the following sentences.

1. The dog looks ______________________ dressed in those doll clothes.


2. If we stay any longer, it will be an ______________________on your very kind hospitality.


3. The best-known ______________________ in American history was Joseph McCarthy.


4. The angry delegates have said that they will __________________ the convention.


5. This intricate job requires a ______________________ attention to detail.


6. Since the child had not been hurt, his tears were obviously an __________________ to get attention.


7. She tried to ______________________ the discussion until her supporters arrived.


8. There is a penalty for filing a ______________________ tax return.


9. Gwen is pleasant to be with because she has a very ___________________________ personality.


10. I don’t want to ______________________ the entire class for the misconduct of a few.
